Brian and Louise’s first trip to India
Nov. 23-Dec. 7, 2013
Pune

The first part of our trip started in Pune, a city of 6 million located 120 miles east of Mumbai. We flew
there via Frankfurt, Germany and arrived at 3 AM. Pune has several universities and offices of many
international companies. After resting for a day, Brian spent 3 days working at the Maersk office.
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1. The arrow points to the Hyatt Regency hotel where we
stayed for 4 nights. It is on busy Nagar Road, about 3
km from Pune airport, on the far outskirts of the city.
2. The plentiful buffet in the hotel’s main restaurant.
3. Nagar Road as seen from our room on the 7th floor. A
good place to learn about Indian traffic practices.
4. Weikfield IT office park, across the street from the
hotel. The offices were comfortable, with tight security.
5. Louise in front of the Aga Khan Palace. We walked to it
from the hotel, and toured its small museum about
Mahatma Ghandi (1869-1948).
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New Delhi
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1. Ending our visit to Pune, we flew for 2 hours to New
Delhi, in the central north of India. This view was
taken as the plane left Pune.
2. Louise on the roof-top restaurant of our hotel in a
suburb of New Delhi, a sprawling megalopolis of 19
million people. We had breakfast and dinner in this
peaceful spot.
3. A view of the neighbourhood around the hotel (taken
from the restaurant).
4. Musicians who played at dinner-time in the restaurant.
5. A path towards India Gate, the country’s monument to
Indian soldiers who died in World War I. The green
screens are portable barricades.
6. A boating lake below the old fort in New Delhi. It was
a nice sunny Sunday afternoon, so many families
were enjoying the park.
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New Delhi
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1. Louise in front of the
Tomb of Safdarjung
in New Delhi. It was
built in 1754.
2. An ancient memorial
tomb, in Lodi
Gardens, a beautiful
and peaceful park.
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3. Many monkeys live
in urban areas and
climb around the
roofs of buildings.
4. A classical painting
we saw at the
National Museum of
India.
5. Brian examining a
suburban street
paved with brick
rubble. The next
day, the city added
a top layer of
cement.
6. Fruit vendors at a
local market. Many
people make their
living selling food.
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Agra
A hired driver took us by private car to Agra,
then Jaipur and back to Delhi, which took a total
of 5 days. This 3-city circuit is called the
“Golden Triangle” tour.
1. The highlight of our trip – a morning visit to the
Taj Mahal in Agra. It was built in 1644 and is
more beautiful in real life than the pictures show.
We’re sitting on the “Princess Diana bench”.
2. A view of pathways, with reflecting pools, leading
up to the Taj Mahal. The grounds have extensive
gardens and a mosque.
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The two of us in front of Agra Fort, which
has a mix of Hindu and Islamic
architecture.
Our tour included the requisite visits to a
carpet-maker and this showroom of
beautifully made stone inlaid tables. We
didn’t buy any, though we were tempted.
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Jaipur
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1. We spent one night at the
Narain Niwas Palace hotel in
central Jaipur. It was a private
home but was turned into a
hotel. Jaipur has 3 million
inhabitants and is the capital of
the rural, desert state of
Rajasthan.
2. The hotel lobby. Our room was
decorated in a similar design.
3. The two of us in front of the
peacock gate at the Jaipur City
Palace, the home of the
region’s maharaj (hereditary
5
figurehead).
4. A view of Amer Fort, which
5. The Jantar Mantar astronomical observatory built by the maharaj in 1727. The
overlooks the city of Jaipur.
ramps and sundials were used to track the position of the sun, moon and
stars.

Some scenes from the busy streets of India
1. Like most roads in India, this one has a mixture of
motorized scooters, cars and tuk-tuks (3-wheeled
taxis). Cyclists, pedestrians and animals are often
seen too, alerted to traffic by almost constant horn
honking.
2. An impromptu barber shop on a street in Jaipur.
3. A bigger and more permanent roadside barber
shop.
4. A sample of the mixed traffic, building and road
conditions seen in India. Most sidewalks were
occupied by goods for sale, construction materials
and potholes.
5. These gentlemen were leading their goats through
the city.
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Mixed in with the palaces and riches…
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A goat finding lots to eat near a slum area.
A typical river in New Delhi.
Part of the old town of Jaipur.
Slum houses are built on vacant land, beside rivers,
rail lines and freeways. Several of the houses had
satellite dishes on the roofs!

5. A detour through dusty countryside.
6. A popular industry in the country is collecting cow
dung and forming it into flat discs to dry, for use
as fuel.
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Scenery and special places
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1. Tuk-tuks are plentiful, and cheaper to
hire than taxis, with a ride costing
about 75¢.
2. A banyan tree in a park.
3. Chand Baori in Rajasthan state. This
“step well” includes a palace and was
built around the year 850. Steps lead
from street level down to the water 60
feet below.
4. Jal Mahal palace in the lake in Jaipur.
5. Rajasthan is a desert area with plenty
of agriculture and mining. We spent
part of a day walking along this quiet
road. We had great weather on our trip,
26 degrees every day with very little
rain.
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Luxurious surroundings in Rajasthan
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Our trip concluded with a 2-day stay at the Tree of Life
Resort, north of Jaipur. With a pool and spa, it’s a
wonderful place to unwind.
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1. A view of the restaurant building (centre) and the
infinity pool at the resort. The water in the pool was
too cold for swimming (the night-time temperature in
this area in December is about 8 degrees).
2. The restaurant, surrounded by lovely gardens.
3. Our villa. It was constructed with beautiful marble
and stone inside, with luxurious furnishings.
4. A view of neighbouring wheat and rice fields beside
our villa. These crops are all irrigated.
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Heading home
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1. As mentioned, the roads
carry an exciting variety of
car, scooter, tractor,
pedestrian and animal traffic.
In Rajasthan, we often saw
camels pulling cart-loads of
wood.
2. How’s this for a way to get
home from school? These 4
boys were perched on the
back of a pickup truck
zooming down this 6-lane
freeway at 50 miles an hour.
3. Finally, the two of us on our
hike through rural Rajasthan.
If we look happy, it’s
because we kept ourselves
free from sickness and
accidents for 2 whole weeks!
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